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Welcome Packet 2015-2016
Mohawk Elementary School Parent Teacher Organization
48101 Romeo Plank

Macomb Twp, Michigan   48044

Main (586) 723-6200      PTO (586) 723-6225

Email Mohawkpto@cvs.k12.mi.us 

Website www.mohawkpto.weebly.com 
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WELCOME
Dear Families, 

Welcome to the 2015-2016 school year, to the Mohawk family, AND to Mohawk’s PTO! As the “P” part of the Parent Teacher Organization, you are already a member just by having a Mohawk student. The level at which you’re involved with the PTO is totally up to you, but we’d LOVE for you to jump right in and get to know us! Listed below are the officers for this year’s PTO Board. We are excited to begin the year and hope that you enjoy your time at Mohawk. 
We have tried to plan dynamic programs and events to enhance each student’s educational experience and to support the staff in their efforts to teach each grade level’s core curriculum. In addition, we hope to foster a sense of community among Mohawk families.  
In order to provide these programs, the PTO Board has planned fundraisers throughout the year. Please do not feel overwhelmed with the amount of fundraising information sent home this year. We try to promote varied types of fundraising – product selling, pledges, family fun activities, etc. -- to allow each family to contribute in whatever way works best for them. All of the money raised supports Mohawk and offsets funds eliminated through state-wide budget cuts. This year, with your help, we hope to raise OVER $40,000! Within this packet you can read about the different fundraisers geared to help us accomplish this goal.
The PTO Board believes the old adage: The more the merrier! We would love for you to get involved, join us at our monthly meetings, volunteer, visit our website, participate in our activities, and provide comments and suggestions. Becoming an active PTO parent provides you with opportunities to find out what is happening at Mohawk and is a way to connect with staff members and other Mohawk parents. 
We look forward to meeting you! Warm wishes for a rewarding and positive school year!

Sincerely,

Mohawk’s 2015-2016 PTO Board Members
2015 – 2016 PTO Board 

PRESIDENT:   



Jessica Harris


jessicaczopharris@gmail.com
VICE-PRESIDENTS:


Jennifer Mrozowski

jenn@rcs-solutions.com            






TREASURER:



Christina Makarov

kikimz@aol.com 

SECRETARY:



Karrie Brown


kkbrown23@aol.com
ROOM PARENT COORDINATORS:
Rachel Mundy


mundy0119@yahoo.com





Amy Smigiel                                    asmigiel01@yahoo.com
SOCIAL COMMITTEE COORDINATORS:
Paula Palmer


paulapalmer@comcast.net





Tracy Achinger                               tracy.a.achinger@gmail.com
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No Cost to You

Year-Round Fundraising
Box Tops for Education
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What to Save…These coupons 
Clip Box Tops from your favorite brands – You can find the familiar 10 cent Box Tops coupons on hundreds of your family’s favorite products from brands such as General Mills, Pillsbury, Betty Crocker, Kleenex, and Ziploc! If you are not familiar with this program, this is a “no cost to you” fundraiser that greatly benefits our school. Box Tops is an on-going fundraiser. All you need do is clip these coupons and send them in to school with your child. The box top coordinator bundles the coupons and mails them in for redemption. We receive a check from the Box Tops program that we can use to purchase necessities for Mohawk that directly benefit our children. Please get into the habit of saving these box tops. An easy way to remember is to make up an envelope that says “BOX TOPS” and stick it on your fridge. 
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Vision HOPE'S 4th Annual. SPONSORED BY:

A fundraiser for “Champions for Life Kids' Camp"
Supporting abused and abandoned foster children

Sunday, March 6, 2011

At: Lakeshore Lanes
31025 Jefferson Ave, St. Clair Shores, MI 48082

Registration starts at 6:00 P.M. ~ Bowling starts at 7:00 P.M.
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Kroger Community Rewards

Kroger is committed to helping schools by donating $500,000 quarterly with the Kroger Community Rewards program.  It costs nothing to participate.  By simply doing your weekly shopping, you can raise money for Mohawk students and teachers.  Simply register your Kroger Plus Card at www.krogercommunityrewards.com and assign your card to Mohawk Elementary (organization number 82591).  Step-by-step instructions for registering your card are available on Mohawk’s PTO site:  www.mohawkpto.weebly.com .
Cartridges Collection
Mohawk Elementary PTO collects and ships printer cartridges and other items, such as cell phones, digital cameras, IPods, DVDs, and video games to a recycling program.  The recycling program earns cash for Mohawk and counts as a point for the Michigan Green School Program.
Labels for Education
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What to Save…these labels 
For 40 years, Labels for Education has been awarding free educational equipment to schools in exchange for proofs of purchase from the Campbell family of brands. It’s a fun, easy program where students, families, and members of the community work together for a common goal.  PTO has collected enough labels to provide educational DVD’s, gym equipment, art supplies, and much more to Mohawk students and teachers.
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Tyson Project A+
Mohawk is partnering with Tyson Project A+ fund-raising program.  It is a simple way for Mohawk to earn funds for whatever it needs, such as supplies, equipment, activities, and more. To participate, you simply look for the above logo on Tyson products and submit just the logo to Mohawk PTO.  It is that simple, no additional cost to you.  No additional registration.
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Shoparoo 
Download the free app, take pictures of your shopping and restaurant receipts, upload them to the Shoparoo site, and earn cash donations and sweepstakes entries.  For more info, visit www.shoparoo.com . 
[image: image12.png]& Shoparoo



Special “Teams”
            School Health Team

The Health Team meetings are to be determined.  All parents and available staff members are invited to attend the meetings. The Health Team plans events for Mohawk’s students, staff, and families throughout the year which focus on health, wellness, and fitness. Plans for this year include hosting the Mohawk Milers Running Club, Fitness Fridays, Family Fun Fitness Night, and Red Ribbon Month activities.  

Michigan Green School Team
Michigan Green Schools is a non-profit 501(c)3 agency dedicated to assisting all Michigan schools – public and private – achieve environmental goals which include protecting the air, land, water, and animals of our state. In addition, the program demonstrates world outreach through good ecological practices and the teaching of educational stewardship to students enrolled in pre-kindergarten classes up through seniors in high school.
Michigan Green Schools began as an idea from students and teachers of Hartland Consolidated School District in the fall of 2005. It was determined that the best way to help Michigan achieve environmental goals through its schools was to formulate 20 points of educational environmental activities. It was further decided that if any school in Michigan achieved ten of these points within an academic year, it could achieve official Michigan Green School status.

In the 2013 – 2014 school year, Mohawk achieved official Evergreen School status for the fourth year in a row by completing over 20 of the green school points that were outlined in the Green School Application.  The Mohawk community has been complying with most of the points for years.  However, with adding some additional environmentally-friendly actions, Mohawk was able to bypass “Green” and “Emerald” status, and achieved “Evergreen” status. Evergreen status is the highest certification offered at this point.  
Community Support


Kids Helping Kids
Kids Helping Kids is a program within Mohawk Elementary, which helps support the Macomb Intermediate School District’s (MISD) program: The Education Project for Homeless Children and Youth. This program works to ensure that students who are experiencing homelessness enroll in school, regularly attend school, and succeed in school.  Each year, PTO sends out a flyer to all students offering an opportunity to receive five themed cut-outs for a donation of $5.00.  The children enjoy decorating the cut-outs, which are then displayed on the walls of the school.  The Mohawk families enjoy seeing the halls decorated with the themed cut-outs, and the MISD appreciates the donation to assist homeless children and youth of Macomb County.

Vision HOPE – 
Vision HOPE is a non-profit organization that sponsors Champions for Life Kids’ Camp each summer.  This camp offers abused, neglected, and abandoned foster children from our local communities an opportunity to participate in non-competitive and non-threatening activities, while being paired with an adult counselor.  Many of the children who participate in this camp will have their first birthday party celebration ever during camp.  The memories they experience will aid in healing and giving HOPE in each of their lives.  Mohawk takes great pride in sponsoring an item donation or dollar drive.
Event Descriptions and Volunteer 

Responsibilities for Each Event
	Art to Remember (ATR)
A program which preserves your child’s art work on particular items, i.e. mug, calendar, etc.  The chairperson works with Mohawk’s art teacher for preparation of the art work, works with ATR on the time table of sale, distributes order packages, collects order forms and places orders, and distributes ordered items upon arrival.


	Birthday Bucks
Distribute Birthday Bucks as orders come into the PTO office. These Bucks can be used to purchase $0.50 worth of merchandise from the school store on school store days held once a month. Please note that there will NOT be a School Store in the months of September, December, February, and June.


	Box Tops

Promote program and determine incentives.  Collect Box Tops on a frequent basis.  Check Box Tops for valid expiration dates and package to send to company.  Complete redemption form and submit according to the Box Tops for Education guidelines.  Complete necessary PTO forms.


	Cartridges Collection
A recycling program in which empty, used ink cartridges and other items are collected, turned into the PTO office, packed up, and mailed as a fundraiser. 


	Deneweth’s

Organize a gift card sale and a shopping day and/or any other fundraiser opportunities which the store offers.


	Breakfast with Dad

Event where students spend time and enjoy a donut and beverage with dad or another significant adult male one morning before school.  Chairperson purchases donuts, beverages, and other supplies.  Also organizes communication, ticket sales, and set-up/clean-up of event area.


	Entertainment Books
Send communication out to families, collect order forms, distribute books and prizes, and coordinate return of unsold books to company. Students sell these coupon books to help raise money for the school and to earn prizes. Sale runs for 2 weeks. Online sales available. 


	Family Fun Nights
Organize family nights such as movie night, game night, and restaurant nights. This year, there will also be a hoedown, holiday plate decorating night, a Jungle Java Day, roller skating nights, and a community volunteering fair for families to attend.

	

	Holiday Hall Decorating

Decorate the front lobby for holidays/seasons. Another opportunity to decorate the school takes place in February in the media center as the school gets ready for “March is Reading Month.”


	Kids Helping Kids
Program in which Mohawk students choose to donate $5 to help local children’s charities.  In exchange for their donations, students will receive five holiday cut-outs to decorate, which will then be displayed in a designated area at Mohawk.



	Kroger Rewards
Communicate program to families, track points earned with rewards program, and deposit rebate checks. If shopping at Kroger, register your Kroger Plus Card online so that Mohawk receives a percentage of your purchase cost donated back to the school.


	Labels for Education
Coordinate communication, collection, and redemption of labels. A list of participating Campbell’s products is at http://www.labelsforeducation.com/ 


	Little Caesars Pizza Kits

Organize pizza kit sales for Fall and Spring.  Communicate, order, and deliver kits. Ordered pizza kits are picked up from Mohawk a few weeks after each sale ends. These 2 sales typically help the school raise $1,000.

	

	Mohawk School Store (aka Mo’s Market)
Purchase items to be sold at the Mohawk School Store and run the monthly sales.  Sales take place almost once a month on Friday afternoons. The store cart will be taken to each grade’s pod area. Reminders are sent home each month.


	Mom 2 Mom Sale
Organize a fall and spring sale at which families can sell gently-used children’s clothing, toys, and other items. This is one of the PTO’s biggest fundraisers!


	Breakfast with Mom

Event where students spend time with their mom or other significant adult female one morning, and enjoy a muffin and beverages.  Purchases muffin, beverages, and other supplies.  Organizes communication, ticket sales, and set-up clean-up of area provided for event.


	Project A+ Program (Tyson)
Coordinate communication, collection, and redemption of Tyson labels.

	Santa Shop

Purchase/order all items to be sold or used during the week-long event at which each Mohawk student can shop for holiday presents for their family and friends.  Determine prices of items to be sold; items range in cost from $0.25 to $5.00.  Set-up sale area in assigned room and organize volunteers to aid in the sale for the week.  Schedule times for each class to shop. 


	Scholastic Summer Book Program
Each student chooses an appropriate grade-level book purchased from Scholastic for summer reading.  Provide order forms to teachers.  Organize the order and distribute per student/classroom when they arrive. 


	Spirit Wear

Organize sale.  Obtain quotes from vendors, determine apparel items to be sold, and establish prices.  Send out forms, collect money, and distribute.


	Spring Fair
Our annual Spring Fair takes place in April.  It is a night of games, cotton candy, face painting, and many more events to welcome spring.


	Target Rewards
Communicate program to families, track points earned with rewards program, and deposit rebate checks. Register your Target card so that Mohawk receives a donation to the school every time you shop at Target!


	Tiger Trek

School-wide event in which all students walk their way to fitness on the Iroquois Middle School track.  Pledges are obtained by the student as a fundraiser for Mohawk.  Collect pledge money.  Obtain donations/purchase raffle basket gifts.  Make deposit of pledge money received.



	Trunk-or-Treat

Organize an evening event at which Mohawk families will trick-or-treat in the school parking lot and then enjoy cider and donuts. Prizes awarded for best vehicle decorations.

	Vision HOPE

Organize a donation drive of needed items for local children in the foster system who attend a summer camp each year organized by Vision Hope.  The camp is called Champions for Life Kids’ Camp.
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